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We're so thankful you’ve picked up this booklet. The fact that you’re holding it tells
us that your heart is stirred for adoption and for the families God calls into this sacred
journey. Whether or not you’ve personally been called to adopt, your desire to learn,
pray, and advocate reveals a beautiful reflection of God’s own heart for the orphan
and the vulnerable.

At Henderson Hills Baptist Church, we believe that every Believer has a part to play in
God’s redemptive story of adoption. Some are called to open their homes, others to
pray faithfully, and still others to stand beside adoptive families with encouragement,
service, and support. No act of love is too small and each one carries eternal
significance.

The pages that follow are designed to guide you in both prayer and advocacy. You'll
find specific ways to pray for children, families, and professionals connected to
adoption, as well as tangible ideas for how you can take action and extend God’s
compassion in meaningful ways.

We believe adoption is close to the heart of God. Through Jesus, we’ve each been
adopted into His family—chosen, loved, and given a place to belong. When we
pray for and support adoption here on earth, we reflect that same gospel truth to a
watching world.

Thank you for being willing to learn, to listen, to pray, and to act. Your prayers and
your presence make a difference. Together, as the body of Christ, we can help every
child and family experience the hope and healing found in Him.

“God sets the lonely in families.” — Psalm 68:6



Adoption - God’s Heart

For followers of Christ, adoption reflects far more than opening a home to a child in
need. Scripture shows us that before time began, God lovingly chose us to be His
sons and daughters through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:5). Adoption is woven into the
story of redemption, and the Father’s love for the orphan is proclaimed throughout
His Word.

Adoption has been called a living picture of the gospel. To a world longing for hope,
it reveals the grace and love of our heavenly Father.

The Bible reminds us that God deeply cares for the fatherless, and He calls His people
to join Him in that care (James 1:27). We are invited to reflect His heart by supporting
children and families touched by adoption.

We invite you to pray intentionally and act boldly on behalf of children and families
impacted by adoption. Use these prayer points personally, with your family, or in your
community. Let’s ask God to move powerfully and make His heart for adoption known.

@w y There are over 108,000 children in the

U.S. foster care system that are legally

K W7 eligible and waiting for adoption.




What if you haven’t been called to adopt a
waiting child, but your heart is still stirred to
help children in need and stand with families
on the adoption journey?

Hene's the ge6d news:

‘\a’ You don’t have to adopt to make a lasting impact.

‘\a’ You can still advocate for a child.

‘\a’ You can encourage and strengthen a family through prayer and service.
“a’ You can walk alongside those God has called to adopt.

‘\a’ Your voice and your support matter.

You can make a difference and on the following pages are some
ways to help do this.



Pnay for Children Waiting
to Be Adopted

Ask God to surround children in need of permanent families with His love and
protection. Pray that they would know they are deeply valued and seen by God,
even in seasons of waiting (Psalm 139:13-16).

Aovecate

Share stories (when safe and appropriate) of waiting children within trusted
agencies to help others see the need. Spreading the word safely
can help connect children with families.




Pnay for Birth Parents Who
Choose Adoption

Lift mothers and fathers up who make the difficult decision of adoption for their child.
Pray for peace, healing, and hope for their futures, and that they would experience
God’s comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

Advecate

Speak with compassion about birth parents. Use your voice to honor
their courage and sacrifice. Example - children are placed for adoption instead of
“given up.”

Partner with local pregnancy resource centers that walk alongside women before and
after placement. Volunteer, donate, or provide meals for them.

Support local adoption agencies that offer counseling, housing help, and resources
for both birth moms/dads.

Donate care items for birth parents to the local hospitals to be given to these
individuals at birth.



Pray for Adoptive Families

Pray for strength, wisdom, and grace for adoptive parents as they live out their calling.
Ask God to knit hearts together, provide patience, and fill their homes with unconditional
love (Colossians 3:12-14).

Advecate

Offer tangible support—meals, childcare, mentoring, encouragement cards, or
financial help with adoption expenses.

Adoptive parents often face unique parenting challenges. Offer presence, and not
quick fixes. Be a safe listener to them.

Don’t know an adoptive family to help?
Email fam@hhbc.com and
we can connect you with one!




Pnay for Adoptees

Pray for children, teens, and adults who are walking the lifelong journey of adoption,
navigating identity, belonging, and healing. Ask God to meet them in their questions
and struggles, to remind them of their immeasurable worth, and to anchor their peace
and identity in Christ (Ephesians 1:4-5).

Advecate

Create safe spaces for adoptees’ voices and stories. Listen with humility and honor
their lived experience.

Sponsor opportunities of camp scholarships,
music lessons, or tutoring so adoptees can pursue
their passions.




Pnay for Churches Who are
Leading in Adoption Advocacy

Pray that our church and other church communities would continue to boldly
embrace God’s call to care for the fatherless, reflecting His heart for adoption in all
we do. Ask the Lord to raise up families, leaders, and supporters who model His
adoptive love and help build a community where every child and family is seen,
supported, and loved (James 1:27).

Advecate

Participate and encourage our church community by attending events where others
share testimonies, prayer time, or other events in the adoption or foster care space.

Support families within your church that are walking the road of adoption with
financial resources or the gift of your time.



Pnay for Professionals Who
Serve in Adoption

Pray for adoption agencies, caseworkers, social workers, lawyers, and counselors

who walk closely with children and families in every stage of the adoption journey.
Pray that God would fill them with integrity, wisdom, and deep compassion in each
decision they make (Galatians 6:9).

Advecate

Drop off thank-you notes of appreciation to local adoption agencies.

Acknowledge National Adoption Month by honoring the professionals in this field with
a recognition lunch or treats.

Need help locating an organization?
Email fam@hhbc.com and we can connect you!

“Adoption work is sacred work - standing in the gap between
brokenness and belonging.” — Anonymous




Pnay for Financial Barriers
to Be Broken

Pray for provision for families called to adopt but hindered by high costs. Ask God to
release resources and generosity to make adoption possible (Philippians 4:19).

Aovecate

Support adoption funds or grants or organize a fundraiser to help offset costs
for a family.

Relieve the financial stress of daily living for adoptive families by donating meals
or gift cards.

Did You Knew?

Henderson Hills has
an adoption fund
where you can give
financially to help
bless families right
here in our church.




Pnay for Healing of Trauma
and Grief

Adoption is born from loss. Pray for children,
families, and birth parents to experience
God’s healing in areas of brokenness, grief,
and trauma. (Psalm 34:18).

Aovecate

Learn about trauma-informed care, TBRI,

or adoption-related resources to better
support adoptive families.

Encourage local schools and churches
to offer staff training on how adoption
trauma affects children.




Pnay for Unity in Diverse Families

Pray for families navigating transracial or cross-cultural adoption. Ask God to help

them honor their child’s identity and heritage, and to build bridges of understanding
(Revelation 7:9).

Aovecate

Celebrate cultural diversity and encourage representation of all children’s
backgrounds in your community and church.

Encourage inclusive curriculum and incorporate
heroes from diverse cultures in local schools
and stories in the community.

Build diverse friendships intentionally. Be a
model to others of what cultural inclusion looks
like when it is lived out.



Pray for God’s Kingdom to Be
Revealed Through Adoption

Pray that every adoption story would point back to the greater story of our adoption
into God'’s family through Christ (Romans 8:15). Pray that it wouldn’t just be in
November (Adoption Awareness Month) but that there would be positive gospel-
centered conversations and renewed hearts throughout each year.

Aovecate

Share your testimony or invite someone outside of your circle to share how adoption
reflects the gospel.

“God didn’t have to use the concept of adoption to describe what He
did for us. But He chose it—because adoption isn’t peripheral to the
gospel. It’s the heart of it.” — John Piper




Final Thoughts & Next Steps

“O God, we are asking You to speak to us right now and in the days ahead. Make
clear to us how You want us individually, in our families, and as a church family to
care for children in need right around us and all around the world. We pray together
right now, O God, my Father, | will do whatever You call me to do to care for orphans
and vulnerable children. In Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.”

— Prayer from David Platt, Pastor/Author
Thank you for taking the time to pray and advocate for children in need of families

and for all of those in the adoption journey. If you would like to learn more about
getting involved, or specific ways you can serve in this space please reach out to:

Fam@hhbc.com
405-341-4639
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