0 Community Group Discussion Guide
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Matthew 11:1-19 | Jesus is the Messiah
MOTIVATE
— Starter Question: When have you needed proof before you believed something?

DISCUSS

Just like we often look for evidence before we believe, in Matthew 11:1-19, John the Baptist sought
some proof to justify his faith that Jesus is the Messiah. John was raised up by God as the prophet
promised to precede the coming of the Messiah. John boldly fulfilled this mission as he pointed to
Jesus. But as John’s ministry decreased, he was arrested and imprisoned for speaking out against King
Herod’s unlawful marriage to his brother’s wife (Matthew 14:3-4; Luke 3:19-20).

A popular conception of the Messiah at the time was of a liberator who would overthrow Rome, bring
the Israelites back to their homeland, and restore the nation of Israel. But having pointed to Jesus as
the promised Messiah and handing off his ministry to this One he believed to be greater than him, John
began to have some doubts in prison. Was this the time for the kingdom or not? Was Jesus truly the
Messiah or was there another? These questions led John to seek answers from Jesus directly.

— Can you share some doubts you’ve had in your spiritual journey? Where did you go to seek
answers?
= Why can questions regarding doubt be a difficult conversation in Christian circles?

1. Matthew 11:1-15: Jesus pointed to His actions and the fruit of His actions as evidence of His
Messiahship.

Matthew 11:1-3: "When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to
teach and preach in their cities. 2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples 2 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?”

When John the Baptist was first introduced, he was described as an eccentric, humble man who boldly
proclaimed that Jesus is the Messiah. John was known as “the Baptist” because He baptized people
who repented of their sins in preparation for the Messiah’s coming. It is possible that John was
discouraged by his imprisonment after confronting King Herod. John knew one of the roles of the
Messiah was to set the captives free (Isaiah 61:1), yet he languished in his cell. Regardless of the
motivation, John was not as sure about Jesus as he was at first. So John sent some of his disciples to
Jesus to ask about His identity. Specifically, they asked if Jesus was the promised Messiah or just
another forerunner.

= How do John the Baptist’s doubts comfort you?
= What has been the cause of some of your doubts?

Matthew 11:4-6: 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: ®the blind
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised
up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ¢ And blessed is the one who is not offended by
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Rather than saying, “Yes, | am the Messiah,” Jesus encouraged John by pointing to His miracles. But
He directed John to these miracles in a unique way. Instead of saying, “Look at what | am doing,”
Jesus alluded to the Old Testament. Jesus wanted to give John the answer in a way that John would
know that Jesus’ identity and mission were all a part of God’s plan. The hope of the Messiah was
derived from the Old Testament, where God’s prophets often spoke of the fulfillment of God’s
promises to destroy Satan, sin, and death through the promised seed of Eve (Genesis 3:15).

Jesus’ response was a description of the evidence that would affirm to John that Jesus is the Christ. All
the miracles that Jesus performed up to that point should have made it abundantly clear to John and to
anyone else that Jesus is God the Son, the Messiah.

= Why do you think Jesus chose to let His works speak for Him instead of giving a direct yes?

When Jesus replied to John’s question, He also drew upon the prophet Isaiah, whose writing was
filled with prophecies of the Messiah’s arrival. Isaiah 35:5-6 describes the blessings that would
accompany the Israelites’ redemption. Isaiah 61:1-2 is a messianic passage that Jesus said was
fulfilled in Himself in Luke 4:16-21. According to Isaiah, the Messiah would perform miracles that
resulted in healing, restoration, and care for the broken and marginalized of society. He would
give sight to the blind, cause the lame to walk, and bring freedom to the prisoners. These were no
small claims. All the hope that Israel had for the coming Messiah was present in the person of
Jesus. John the Baptist would have been very familiar with Isaiah’s words and would be able to
make a quick connection between Jesus’ miracles and what God promised the Messiah would
accomplish.

= In Jesus’ day, anyone who understood Isaiah’s prophecy would know that these miracles were
like a supernatural spotlight marking the true Messiah’s identity. How does being familiar with
Scripture encourage your trust in Jesus as the Messiah?

= What evidence from your life proves to you that Jesus is who He says He is?

Any one of the miracles that Jesus performed should have been enough to convince most people that
He was unique. He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, gave hearing to the deaf, and even raised
the dead to life. Other prophets and apostles would do such things, but the Old Testament Scriptures
revealed the Messiah would do all these things. Jesus told John’s disciples to go back and tell John
that Jesus was doing exactly what Isaiah said the Messiah would do. John could confidently know:
Jesus is the Messiah. No doubt this encouraged John’s faith, but the same evidence also led people
with hard hearts to reject Jesus.

= How does Jesus’ evidence comfort you when you face doubts about who He is?
= How does this passage give Christians a clear and helpful example of how Jesus views doubts?
— How can you encourage someone you know is struggling with doubt?

Matthew 11:7-15: 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind ? 8 What then did you go out to
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. ° What
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. ™ This is he of whom it
is written, “Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’
"Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
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Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. " From the days of John
the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. B For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, ™ and if you are willing to accept it, he
is Elijah who is to come. ™ He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

As John’s disciples returned to deliver Jesus’ message, Jesus addressed the crowd. He reminded
them that they didn’t just go out to the wilderness to see a wild man who dressed oddly and ate
strange food. John was unique, even among the prophets. His job description was simple—prepare the
way for the Messiah. John urged the people to repent of their sin and to recognize Jesus as the
Messiah.

Not only did Jesus say that prophets testified to His miraculous works, but Jesus also affirmed to the
crowd that John himself was a withess to who Jesus is and what He came to do. Remember that by the
time Jesus came to earth, no prophets of God were proclaiming His messages and word. Prophecies
had ceased during the Intertestamental Period (Amos 8:11). God had told His people through the
prophet Malachi that the next prophet would be in the spirit of Elijah to serve as the forerunner in
preparing the way of the Messiah (Malachi 3:1; 4:5). It had been roughly four hundred years since
Malachi’s message and the people were anxious for God to fulfill His promises. Now, at last, the people
heard the voice of one whose life and ministry was to usher in the Messiah’s presence among them.
This is why each of the Gospel writers emphasized John the Baptist’s role. His ministry as the
forerunner broke the silence.

= Why are the Old Testament prophecies important for understanding the New Testament?
— How does the fulfillment of these prophecies help you to see the Bible as one big story that
anticipates an outcome from the beginning?

Jesus declared that John the Baptist was not just a prophet of something that would happen later, but
he was the one who announced that the promises of God were being fulfilled at that time in Jesus.
Jesus affirmed His own messiahship and He affirmed John’s ministry. Like the Old Testament prophets,
John’s ministry was designed by God to awaken the people from their sinful slumber, call them to
repent, and remind them that God was still intent on fulfilling His promised to send the Messiah.

= Why did John’s doubts not discredit his ministry?
= Why do we need to be reminded that God is still intent on fulfilling all of His promises?

2. Matthew 11:16-19: Rejecting Jesus is foolish as the fruit of His work is evident.

Matthew 11:16-19: ® “But to what shall | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to their playmates, "7 ““We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ ™ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say,
‘He has a demon.” The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”

Just as John the Baptist may have had some doubts about Jesus’ role as the Messiah, many in
the crowd may have been skeptical about John’s ministry and Jesus’ own. Jesus used the term
“generation” to describe the people who witnessed His ministry and miracles. This term
hearkened back to the Israelites in the Old Testament. There the term “generation” often was
used to refer to those who grumbled against God, doubted His power, and worshipped pagan
idols despite all they had witnessed of God’s goodness, provision, and care. The entire



generation was judged and forced to wander for forty years until they died in the wilderness—
except for Joshua and Caleb. Then God allowed the subsequent generation to enter the
Promised Land.

= What are the parallels between the wilderness generation and the generation to which
Jesus spoke in His day?

The fact that Jesus applied this term to His generation was not an encouragement. They
witnessed Jesus’ miracles. They saw the lame walk, the blind see, and those imprisoned by
demonic powers freed. Jesus’ miracles should have impacted His generation, spurring them to
trust in Him. They had been waiting for the Messiah for so long. They knew the failure of the
previous generations. They understood the need for deliverance from sin and death. Yet the
Messiah was right in front of them, and they did not respond in faith but with criticism. Jesus
condemned the people for being stubborn and refusing to listen to God’s message. He compared
them to children complaining that games were not going their way.

= Today, how are we like the wilderness generation and the generation to whom Jesus
directly taught and ministered to?

= Do we have ample evidence of the supremacy of God and His power?
Jesus then drew a comparison between Himself and John. He remarked that John was not an
indulgent man, that he often fasted and practiced strict dietary habits (Matthew 9:14). The people
criticized John for being too strict harsh, saying he was possessed by a demon. Jesus, on the
other hand, came eating and drinking—and He ate meals with sinners (Matthew 9:10-17; Mark
2:13-22; Luke 5:29-39). Because of this, Jesus was accused of being a drunkard and a glutton—a
“friend of sinners.” Jesus was not threatened by this title, summarizing His mission by saying, “the
Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). For both John and Jesus, the
people complained about their lifestyles, more concerned with critiquing their eating habits than
with listening to their message, witnhessing their miracles, or following their lead. Because the
people were so caught up in this attitude of criticism, they rejected both John and Jesus. So
Jesus exposed how fickle their hearts were in their rejection of the truth.

= How can we confront our own fickle, unbelieving generation with the truth of the gospel of
Jesus Christ?

= Though the evidence of Jesus and His works is historically accurate, why will many still reject Him
as Lord and Savior (Matthew 7:13)?

In conclusion, Jesus declared what the people needed to hear, making a statement about
wisdom in verse 19: “wisdom is justified by her deeds.” The book of Proverbs often personified
wisdom as a woman speaking to her children and pleading with them to listen to her. Proverbs
8:32-36 expresses that those who find wisdom find life and those who do not instead find death.
Along the same lines, the apostle Paul wrote: “The word of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but it is the power of God to us who are being saved” (1 Corinthians 1:18). Jesus was
stating that His and John’s ministries would clearly be vindicated by their actions. This claim
pointed back to Jesus’ earlier assertion about His miracles and the proof they provided that He is
the Messiah, truly God incarnate.

God continues to do miracles in our day. He still seeks out sinners and forgives their sins.
Through His Holy Spirit, He continues His activity of giving help, answering prayers, and meeting



tangible needs. We should be careful that we are not like previous generations who were blind to
God’s activity in spite of all He is doing in and around us.

= How does our response to the gospel of Jesus reveal the condition of our hearts?
— How does the truth of Jesus in Scripture address your doubts and questions in life?

TRANSFORM

Jesus did not condemn John for questioning His identity. Rather, Jesus confronted John’s doubt with
reassurance and affirmation by pointing to His miracles and the Old Testament prophecies. Jesus’
actions fulfilled prophecy and proved His identity as the Messiah. The evidence was clear, but people’s
responses varied—some believed; others rejected Him.

1. HEAD: This passage challenges us to think thoroughly about who Jesus is and how we ought to
respond to Him. Sometimes we struggle with doubt, but we can remember that Jesus’ miracles proved
He is the Messiah. Sometimes we let our own preferences or criticism cloud our ability to hear and
obey God’s words. Therefore, we must examine how our beliefs are shaped and base them on the
truth found in Scripture.

= What application can you make from this passage to a specific doubt you are currently
encountering?

2. HEART: Moments of doubt or unbelief are familiar to most Christians and reveal how our faith can be
clouded by our experiences. An imprisoned John the Baptist shows that even the most faithful
Christians can have moments of uncertainty. When we face iliness, family strife, or unjust persecution, it
may be difficult to see God’s goodness. We need God’s grace in our struggles to help us rest in the
truth of who He is and what He has done.

= What struggles are you facing that call for you to turn to Jesus as He is revealed in Scripture?

3. HANDS: John the Baptist’s ministry and the many miracles of Jesus reveal that obedience to God is
not just with words but with wise actions. Likewise, our obedience should correspond to God’s
instructions in His Word. When we obey God, we can trust our actions to be vindicated by Him, even
though the world may criticize, rebuke, and persecute us in response.

= What actions will you do this week to help others see the wisdom of God in Jesus and His
gospel?
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