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Luke 6:20-23, 27-36 | Lord of Love

MOTIVATE
— Starter Question: When have you shown restraint when someone offended or harmed you?

DISCUSS

Showing restraint or holding back when people have offended us or spoken poorly about our faith is
difficult to do, but Jesus tells us to love others, even our enemies and those who are against us. It’s
challenging, but with the power of the Holy Spirit, we know we are able to. It’s just a matter of whether
we want to or not.

Wherever Jesus went, He stirred up controversy, not because He was trying to cause trouble but
because His words and actions pointed out the hypocrisy of the religious elite and His commands
called for a deeper understanding of the character of God. In Luke 6:20-23, 27-36, Jesus presented
challenging teachings to His disciples. Whenever Jesus taught, He revealed things about the meaning
of life, the hearts of men, and the nature of God that have echoed through history.

= Whatis a teaching of Jesus that has brought transformation into your life?

1. Luke 6:20-23: The humble and meek rejoice in their heavenly inheritance.

Luke 6:20-22: 2° And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God. ?' “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. ?2 “Blessed are you when people hate you and
when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man!

While a large crowd was present and heard Jesus’ sermon, in these verses He spoke specifically to His
disciples who had accompanied Him down the mountain. Jesus’ words in this passage are called “the
Beatitudes,” and they appear here in Luke and in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7. Many
who study the Bible think these teachings were not something Jesus said once or twice but a
compilation of challenging teachings that He proclaimed many times. These words are at the center of
the paradoxical message that Jesus shared with His disciples: In the kingdom of God, the things the
world values do not matter and the things that seem like foolishness to the world bring about the
blessed life.

= Why is the Kingdom of God sometimes described as “the upside-down Kingdom?”
= Why are many biblical values at odds with the things our culture allows and even celebrates?

Four times in Luke 6:20-23, Jesus used the word “blessed.” To be “blessed” is much more than finding
happiness, finding well-being, or being fortunate in life. Biblical blessing comes from God and does not
depend on external circumstances or one’s situation in life. Jesus taught His disciples about the
blessings for those in God’s kingdom.

a. Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.




Jesus’ first blessing was for those who are poor. Probably many people in the larger crowd—
especially those from Galilee—fell into this financial category. Yet Jesus’ couplet “for yours is the
kingdom of God” should not be taken as a universal blessing on those stuck in poverty. The word
“yours” is a possessive pronoun and makes it clear that Jesus was speaking directly to His disciples,
who had left everything to follow Him (Luke 18:28) and by doing so had joined with Him who had
“nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). Further, Jesus’ promise is present tense. This blessing wasn’t
just for the future; the disciples already possessed it.

= How do you know you already possess the kingdom of God?

b. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

Because these disciples had chosen poverty to follow Jesus, the second Beatitude flowed naturally.
The poor and hungry are often linked together Scripture. “Hungry” is the same word used of Jesus’
hunger in the wilderness at His temptation (Luke 4:2). The disciples present circumstance would not be
their ultimate condition but would be reversed in the future. Yet their “being satisfied” does not refer to
physical satiety with food but with spiritual satisfaction.

= How have you found spiritual satisfaction through Jesus?

c. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

Scripture is full of comforting promises to God’s people who weep or mourn (Isaiah 25:8; Jeremiah
31:13; John 16:20; Revelation 21:4). Jesus again contrasted the “now” with what they “shall” do in the
future—laugh. Laughter and joy often go together in the Old Testament (Psalm 126:1; Isaiah 65:19;
66:10), and the Old Testament promises sorrow will be turned into joy (Psalm 126:5; Isaiah 60:20).

= Can you describe an experience in which God turned your weeping into laughter and joy?

d. Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your
name as evil, on account of the Son of Man!

In His fourth Beatitude, Jesus stressed He was talking to His immediate disciples by repeatedly using
the second person plural “you.” Then Jesus used four verbs to describe what the experience of His
disciples would be in the present age: hate, exclude, revile, spurn.

Hate is related not merely to personal dislike but is used of religious opposition to God and His people
(Psalm 69:4; Isaiah 66:5; Luke 1:71). Jesus told His disciples, “You will be hated by all nations for my
name’s sake,” (Matthew 24:9). Jesus also told His apostles, “They will ban you from the synagogues
(John 16:2). “Spurn your name as evil” usually referred to giving someone a bad name, a bad
reputation, and treating that person like an outcast. Jesus added “on account of the Son of Man” to
signify that all these things will happen to them because of their association with Him. In John 15:18,
Jesus said, “If the world hates you, know that it hated me before it hated you.”

= How does persecution authenticate the disciples’ identity and relationship with the Son of Man?
= What does it look like to engage with the lostness around us while also staying separate from
the temptations and traps of worldly living?



Sometimes the idea of persecution can feel disconnected for Western believers. Compared to
many times in history and many places in the world today, most Christians in America experience
very little in the way of direct danger or consequences because of their faith. It's important to
remember that this reality could change in an instant and has in various places at various times.
The believer must be ready to stand for Christ no matter the situation, grounded in the eternal
hope we have in Christ. We also should constantly remember and pray for our brothers and
sisters in Christ who live in parts of the world where persecution is a daily reality.

= How are Jesus’ teachings about what it means to be blessed different from what the world
says?
= Which blessing in this passage brings you the most comfort or joy?
Luke 6:23: Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so
their fathers did to the prophets.

Jesus concluded His four Beatitudes with two imperatives as to how His disciples were to respond
when persecution happened to them: rejoice and leap for joy. The words picture young goats and
lambs joyfully bounding in a fresh field.

= The word “rejoice” is in the passive voice, implying that this joy is given to them by God, not
produced by them. Why is this vital to remember?

Jesus gave two reasons for what seems like an unnatural reaction. First was the heavenly reward. This
eternal perspective helps those who suffer for Christ to look beyond their present circumstances
(Romans 8:18). Second, their suffering aligned them with how God’s prophets were treated. Those who
would initiate their present persecution were following in their ancestors’ unfaithful footsteps (1 Kings
19:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:14-15; James 5:10). Jesus expression “for so their fathers did” about the
prophets covered all He predicted for His disciples and more.

Jesus encouraged His disciples by saying that in the midst of hardship and persecution, they are still
blessed. Those who follow Jesus live in the hope of eternal life in His kingdom and endless blessing in
the presence of God. Once you understand and put your faith in that promise, navigating the
difficulties of this life becomes possible.

= What would our world look like if more Christians lived with this mindset?

2. Luke 6:27-36: Loving others, including enemies, is the way of Jesus.
Luke 6:27-28: %’ “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, %8 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”

After Jesus announced His four Beatitudes, He followed with four “woes” and then recalled the last
Beatitude with four types of persecutors and four ways to respond to these groups. All four are
imperatives in the present tense. Thus, the disciples’ reactions needed to continuously incorporate all of
these responses all the time.

a. Love your enemies: That Jesus would command His followers to love shows that this agape love is not
based in emotions or feelings but in actions.

b. Do good to those who hate you: The word “hate” in this context refers to actively acting against Jesus’




disciples because they are His followers, not merely disliking them. The natural response would be to
reciprocate, give back the same negative energy. But to these haters, Jesus’ followers are instructed to
“do what is good” in tangible ways.

c. Bless those who curse you: To curse someone was more than cussing at them; it was to pronounce a
divine curse on someone hoping that evil, misfortune, and harm would come upon that person. The
natural human response would be to respond with a counter-curse. Instead, Jesus’ disciples were to
respond by asking God’s favor and blessings on their opponents’ lives.(Romans 12:14; 1 Corinthians 4:12;
James 3:9-10; 1 Peter 3:9).

d. Pray for those who abuse you: This response turned the disciples’ reaction vertically. Both Jesus and
Stephen beautifully illustrated this response (Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60).

= Why are these directives from Jesus so challenging? Which is the most challenging for you? Why?

= Is there one of these you’ve been called on by God to express?

= Why is one of the greatest and most tangible evidences of our loving God is when His people
love their enemies?

Luke 6:29-31: ?° To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes
away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 3° Give to everyone who begs from you, and from
one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 3' And as you wish that others would do
to you, do so to them.

Jesus followed His four exhortation in verses 27-28 with four examples or illustrations of how His
commands might work out in real life situations, four examples of visible, active love that stress
restraint and generosity. In each example, Jesus switched to the singular “you” to indicate that this is
how individual disciples should respond in one-on-one situations.

a. If struck on the cheek, offer the other one: There is some debate as whether this first example
pictures a public insult or a follower of Jesus being punched in the jaw in a violent act. A slap on the
cheek was the means of public expulsion form the synagogue, which Jesus warned His disciples
would happen to them (John 16:2). When that happened, Jesus’ instruction was to “offer the other

cheek also.”

b. If your cloak is taken, give your tunic as well: Jesus would soon send His apostles out on a mission
(Luke 9:1-6), and the roads in places were full of bandits and robbers who played on travelers
(Luke10:25-37). “Your cloak” referred to a long outer garment. “Your tunic” referred to a short
undergarment that was worn next to the skin. What the robbers intended as harm for a victim would be
turned into an active act of love designed to do good to the assailants.

c. Give to everyone who begs from you: Jesus did not specify the motives of the person asking, their
worthiness, or whether their request involved money or goods. He just told His disciples to give. Jesus
put the verb “give” in the present tense to indicate His disciples should always be ready to follow this
action without exception.

d. Don’t ask for things back that were taken from you: This example envisioned either a thief or a
borrower. In this situation, Jesus said, “Don’t demand them back.”
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Jesus then stated what is often referred to as the Golden Rule: As you wish that others would do to you,
do so to them. Clearly, God’s way is very different from our culture’s, so following His way will make us
different from the world. We must exude love and mercy like God does. Despite our natural inclination to
“want what'’s ours,” Jesus calls us to be better, to be like Him.

= When have you seen a Christian stand out because of his or her radical love?
= Whom in your life do you find hard to love? How might Christ be calling you to radical love in
that situation?

Living with such radical love, even for their enemies, is rooted in the previous passage: because we
know our reward in heaven is already secure. We need not avenge ourselves nor live with a survival
mentality because Christ has already conquered every enemy, all evil, and even death itself. There is
nothing that an enemy can do to us that can threaten us in any meaningful way. Therefore, we are free
to love even our enemies, praying that one day even they become our brothers and sisters in Christ by
faith.

= What are some real-life examples of what Christians can be doing today to show sacrificial love
that might result in persecution?
= How do the blessings you have, as seen in these Beatitudes, help you be more motivated to
love others, even your enemies?
Luke 6:32-34: *2 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. * And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same. ** And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.

Each of Jesus’ three illustrations in these verses are negative examples designed to distinguish His
disciples’ love from that of those who don’t know Him. Each builds off of Jesus’ statements in verses 27-
30. In each, Jesus returned to using the plural “you.” He began each example with an “if” and concluded
with the same words: “what benefit is that to you?” Or “what credit is that to you?”

= Why must Jesus’ disciples do more than the natural action of giving to get something in return?

Luke 6:35-36: *° But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
evil. *¢ Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

Loving those who reciprocate love is only natural. Even sinners do that. The same is true with doing
good to those who do good to you and lending to those who either will pay it back or who will lend to
you in the future. People ordinarily act with reciprocity in mind. They expect to receive something back.
But Jesus’ standard for His disciples went far beyond this. Conventional actions may build credit with
people but not with God. By practicing Jesus’ teachings, His followers not only act graciously but build
great “reward” or “credit” with God.

— What is our great reward?

Obedient disciples also prove themselves to be “sons of the Most High.” Acting as God’s children, Jesus’
followers will reflect the nature of God, who is “gracious to the ungrateful and evil”—to all those who
don’t deserve His kindness. Jesus’ disciples don’t do these things to become children of God; they do



them because they are children of God.

= How should your spiritual parentage be reflected in your behavior?
= How can the church be a place of sacrificial love for those in its community?

Jesus’ final command called on His disciples to “be merciful” to others “even as your Father is merciful.”
The word “merciful” emphasizes God’s compassion as their heavenly father. That God is a merciful God
goes back to His earliest revelation of Himself to Israel and what was stressed about Him throughout
Israel’s history (Deuteronomy 4:31; Psalm 103:13). God is merciful in His very being and He acts in mercy.
As God’s mercy is boundless and offered to all, so should it be with His children. This directs Jesus’
disciples to base their actions on a divine standard. It clarifies that Jesus’ instructions are not “rules” to
live by only but evidence of the godly character His children develop and display.

= Where in your life do you need to show more love and mercy to your “enemies” or those who
have offended you?

TRANSFORM

Everyone loves the idea of love, but few people are ready to commit to the radical definition of love
that Jesus taught. Jesus escalated His countercultural call when He taught His people how they are to
show love. Everyone loves the people who love them, but the way of Jesus calls people to go further—
Jesus called His disciples to love their enemies. They were to respond to hate with goodness. When
struck, they were not to retaliate. When robbed, they were to give even more. They were to treat even
the lowest of the low with the same dignity they wanted to experience. They were to give radically with
no regard for gain or return. In short, they were to stand out for their radical love in a world that loves
sparingly and conditionally.

1. HEAD: The great love of God secures eternal blessings for Christians who are struggling through life
in this world; it also calls us to display a radical kind of love even to our enemies. We must understand
how different the way of Jesus is from the way of the world in order to begin to effectively live it out.

= What is a worldly standard or definition of love that you are tempted to believe?

2. HEART: The Christian’s motivation to show radical love to others is rooted in our own experience of
the mercy we have received from God the Father through His Son. If the experience of God’s love has
grown cold within you, then the reflection of that love will be rare outside of you. If we need a
rekindling of God’s love in our hearts, we need look no further than His Word, which recounts all the
things God has done for us because of His great love.

= What spiritual disciplines could you focus on to grow your awareness of Christ’s love for you?
3. HANDS: We often spend time praying for opportunities to help those in need. The truth is the
opportunities are always there. We need to pray that God will open our eyes to recognize those
opportunities and respond to them with Christ-like love as well as show His love to those who intend

us harm.

= What is one specific step toward radical love that you can take this week?
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