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Definitions and Purpose

According to IBM, “Artificial intelligence (Al) is
technology that enables computers and machines to
simulate human learning, comprehension, problem
solving, decision making, creativity and autonomy.”
There are many things that Al can do better than
humans. There are also many things that humans
are better equipped, or even uniquely able to do.
The goal of this paper is to offer guidelines for
appropriate use of Al at Henderson Hills Baptist
Church and for the Christian in their walk with the
Lord.

Of Chariots and Horses

Psalm 20:7 says, “Some trust in chariots and some
in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our
God.” The Bible never speaks out against using
technology, but it often warns of trusting in
something over and above our trust in God. And
First Timothy 4:4 says, “For everything created by
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with thanksgiving.” Al, as with anything
else we use, is a derivative of God’s very good
creation, and we are to be stewards of His creation.
Although Al significantly postdates biblical times,
biblical precedent is set for us to consider how we
might utilize this technology in a biblical and God-
honoring manner.

Fundamentals (Data, Analysis & Interpretation)
To understand how Al should be appropriately
stewarded in the Christian faith, we first need to
understand some technical information regarding
the differences between data, data analysis and data
interpretation. Data can be defined as raw,
objective and measurable information that is
collected. Data analysis is the technical process of
cleaning, transforming, and modelling raw data to
identify patterns and trends and correlations. And
interpretation is the subjective process of assigning
meaning, context and conclusions to the data.

Data analysis can be further divided into
quantitative and qualitative types of analysis.
Quantitative analysis deals with numerical,
countable and statistical information, while
qualitative analysis deals with descriptive, non-
numerical data like words, images or behaviors.

As an example; the biblical data show that King
Josiah is mentioned 55 times in the Bible, while
King Ahab is mentioned 94 times. Quantitative
analysis tells us that Ahab is mentioned more often
and thus contributes more to the content of the
Bible. But, it is the qualitative analysis of the text
that tells us Josiah was a good king while Ahab did
evil. After this analysis is complete, we still need to
interpret why Josiah was mentioned as a better
king, and what the significance is to our lives and
our relationship with God.

Human Intelligence vs. Artificial Intelligence
Now that we understand the different approaches to
data, we can look into the strengths and weaknesses
of human and artificial intelligence in processing
those data. To begin, Al surpasses the human brain
in computational power. It excels at speed, scale
and pattern recognition, which make it very
efficient in both quantitative and qualitative data
analysis. But it cannot look ahead to interpret or
derive meaning from the data. Rather, it
recombines, always looking backward, pulling from
what we already know, predicting likely outcomes
from statistical analysis of historical patterns.

On the other hand, humans possess emotional,
social, ethical and creative intelligence. Only
humans provide opinion, judgment, insight and
empathy. And only humans can think outside the
box of historical data towards something brand new
and unforeseen. This means that humans are
uniquely able to interpret data and derive meaning.

Because Al lacks these aspects of human
intelligence, it struggles with context and nuance in
behavior such as irony, sarcasm or deception. And
it cannot distinguish between true fact and belief,
nor can it weigh any ethical implications. All this
means that these qualitative nuances will always be
best shepherded by humans even if at a slower pace.

The human life is one that builds cumulatively
through all of our experiences. And each human
life is unique as a sum total of those physical,
mental, emotional and spiritual experiences. Al can
mimic, but it can never experience. So, as we shift
to spiritual considerations, we can be sure that the
wisdom, discernment and understanding we receive
from God throughout our lives cannot reside in Al.



Rightly Handling the Word of God

We are to rightly handle God’s Word (2Tim. 2:15).
The contents of the Bible are God-breathed (2Tim.
3:16) and provide many benefits and blessings to
the believer (Ps. 119). Any person, believer or
unbeliever, and any Al can observe the data of
Scripture. And they are all able to analyze those
data in various ways. But, the interpretation of
Scripture is not our own (2Pet. 1:20). Interpretation
belongs to the Holy Spirit, and He teaches us (1Cor.
2:10-13). In this, the Bible is a unique set of data.

Guidelines for Using Al in Biblical Studies

Since the Bible is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of
soul and spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart
(Heb. 4:12), we cannot abdicate the study of this
source of our spiritual growth to a machine made in
our image. But, as with any technology, we can
appropriately use Al to advance His kingdom and
grow in our faith. We offer here guidelines for this
appropriate use in three categories regardless
whether the training set is open or curated: 1.) green
light uses which are harmless and can be very
useful; 2.) yellow light uses which must be carefully
shepherded and used with wisdom and discretion;
and 3.) red light uses which are deemed harmful or
misleading and should be avoided for the Christian.

Green Light Uses of Al

Any and all observation and quantitative analysis of
data is here considered appropriate for AI. Al is
significantly better at this than humans, and this can
speed up the counting and sorting of all biblical and
theological data. Also included here is any clerical
usage to format or grammar/spell check any work.

Yellow Light Uses of AI

Any qualitative analysis of theological or biblical
reference material is appropriate as long as it is
carefully shepherded on the front end (driving the
Al with purposeful and intentional prompts) and the
back end (quality and fact checking the results).
This includes asking for summaries and outlines of
the text in those resources.

Image and graphic content creation would also be
included here. But as with anything in this yellow
light category, no Al results should be ‘believed as
truth.” The results can be time-saving and can be

educational, but they are informational only and do
not supplement our faith apart from Scripture.

Red Light Uses of Al

Since Scripture is God-breathed, we believe it is not
appropriate to use Al for any qualitative analysis on
the text of the Bible. Al generates all of its results
mathematically, and it can easily misrepresent the
spiritual message of the Scripture. Christians have
been given the Spirit to understand the things freely
given to us by God (1Cor. 2:12). The analysis and
interpretation of any meaning within Scripture
cannot be outsourced to a machine. It is precisely
this struggle between our spirits and His as we read
His Word that causes us to mature in our faith, and
Al can only interfere and stunt this growth.

Because Al lacks anything pertaining to the Holy
Spirit, all use of Al to generate content for
teaching/sermon outlines, points or manuscripts, or
any worship song lyrics is also inappropriate and
should be avoided. Only the Holy Spirit can guide
teachers of His Word both to receive what they
need personally and what to impart to the faithful in
the audience to lead them closer to Him.

Al should also never be used in seeking counsel.
Al cannot possess the Holy Spirit, who is our
Counselor. Al cannot possess wisdom. It cannot
discern. It cannot feel. It cannot produce empathy.
It does not know how you feel. It does not know
what you need. It is not alive. And it is not your
friend. But our heavenly Father knows what we
need even before we ask (Matt. 6:8). And He
comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be
able to comfort others in their affliction (2Cor. 1:4).
Counseling always starts with God and can come
through godly human counselors as He counsels
them, never through a machine.

Conclusions

Al is a lifeless derivative within God’s good
creation, like the chariot. It can be used to our
advantage, but should never be trusted above God,
and never used to replace Him or the means by
which He causes His people to grow into the image
of Christ. Al is not evil. It does not need to be
feared or avoided. Al can be properly stewarded by
the Christian in effective and God-honoring ways.
But the enemy can use it and turn it into a crutch
and an instrument for spiritual laziness if we are not
watchful and sober-minded (1Pet. 5:8).



