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July 26, 2026
Luke 7:36-50 | Jesus Forgives Sins

MOTIVATE
— Starter Question: How do you typically respond when someone shows you unexpected
generosity?

DISCUSS

In Luke 7:36-50, while attending a dinner in a Pharisee’s home, Jesus was the recipient of extravagant
generosity from an unexpected source. Though Jesus was known popularly as a prophet who taught
and performed miracles with authority, He had some very powerful and influential opponents. Those
who rejected Jesus’ mission sought to discredit Him by labeling Him “a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners.” (Luke 7:34). The former labels were unfounded, as they describe a sinful
lifestyle, but the latter accusation was unquestionably true. The Pharisees bristled at the thought of
such friendships, but Jesus embraced them so that sinners might be forgiven. The gift of forgiveness is
one we should each instinctively desire and one every person in the world needs, whether they
recognize it or not.

= Why is the forgiveness of sin that Jesus offers the greatest need in our lives?
= How would you explain to someone why they need His forgiveness?

1. Luke 7:36-40: We show faith by abandoning all for Christ.

Luke 7:36-38: 3¢ One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's
house and reclined at table. 3? And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned
that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, %8 and
standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them
with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment.

Just as Jesus sometimes ate with tax collectors and sinners, so He sometimes ate with Pharisees.
Jesus accepted an invitation to dinner in the home of a Pharisee named Simon. It was not uncommon
for people from the street to come in and observe such festivities but Simon was shocked to see a
sinful woman enter his home. Luke does not tell who this woman was, only that she was known to be a
sinner. This description often was used to refer to sexual deviance, indicating that the woman likely had
been immoral or even a prostitute. Not only was she known for her sin, but she was also a woman in a
patriarchal culture. Women in general, and a sexually immoral woman in particular, would have been
unwelcome company among the religious elite of the day.

= What does this interaction teach you about Jesus?
The Pharisee and the woman are contrasting figures in this story, and their actions and heart posture
should be compared throughout this passage. First, the two are contrasted by the reason for their
presence at this meal. The Pharisee was the host who extended the invitation to Jesus as his guest.

The woman arrived as an uninvited and unwelcome intruder to the Pharisee.

= What are some other contrasts between the Pharisee and the sinful woman?



One similarity between the Pharisee and the woman was that they both wanted to spend time with
Jesus, though for different reasons. Not long before this event, crowds who witnessed Jesus raise the
widow’s dead son to life declared across the land that He was a prophet. The woman most likely heard
this declaration, so she arrived with a humble heart to anoint Jesus with her tears and expensive
perfume.

= What might be an explanation as to why the woman was weeping?

The cultural implications of the woman’s actions are important in understanding the full picture
Luke gives in this passage. It would have been shocking for a Jewish man to interact with any
woman in public. Not only did this woman take the initiative to approach Jesus, but she also came
up behind Jesus and began to wash and kiss His feet without asking. Luke was vivid in his
descriptions. First, the woman brought an alabaster jar of perfume. This was not a modest act.
Most scholars estimate that such a jar of perfume would have cost the equivalent of a year’s
wages. It is uncertain where the woman got this perfume, and using perfume wasn’t sinful in and
of itself. If she was a prostitute, however, the perfume may have been a tool of her trade, a
payment from a customer, or purchased with money given to her for her services.

The woman used the mixture of perfume and her tears to wash Jesus’ feet. Jesus was a standard
Jewish rabbi in the sense that His life was spent walking from town to town. His feet would have
been mired in dirt and sweat, and they would have smelled at the end of the day. The task of
washing feet was reserved for servants. The woman willingly assumed such a posture. She
humbled herself, washed Jesus’ feet, and even kissed them as she anointed them with perfume.

= What might the woman’s actions have revealed about her understanding of who Jesus is?
= What desirable qualities do you see in this woman’s extravagant gift to Jesus?

If that wasn’t enough, she dried His feet with her hair, a scandalous thing for a woman to do in
public since a woman’s hair was to be kept covered. A woman letting her hair down in public was
considered a shameful act, an intimacy reserved only for a woman’s husband. Likewise, a woman
was not permitted to touch a man who wasn’t her husband, yet this woman did both. On top of
these cultural restrictions, she also was a known sinner, which meant she should have been
treated like an outcast. Anyone in the audience of the Pharisee’s table would have been stunned
by her offering, and more than that, they were astonished that Jesus allowed it.

= How does this woman’s boldness challenge your understanding of what is required to come
before Jesus?

= Discuss this quote: The sinful woman abandoned her position in life by kneeling at Jesus’ feet;
her possession by pouring out her costly perfume; and her motive by simply doing what she felt
God wanted her to do—whether Jesus and the watching crowd approved or not.’

Luke 7:39-40: *°* Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man
were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for
she is a sinner.” *° And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, | have something to say to you.” And he
answered, “Say it, Teacher.”

Luke moved from outward appearances to inward dialogue and heart posture. The woman



looked like a sinner in her appearance and even in her actions as she disregarded cultural norms.
The Pharisee, on the other hand, had status and outward respect as a religious leader and the
resources to provide a meal for Jesus. Yet the hearts of these two people could not be more
different from how they appeared on the outside. The woman was humble and had a true
understanding of who Jesus is, whereas the Pharisee was prideful and did not understand Jesus
or His purpose.

= Which of the two characters—Simon the Pharisee and the sinful woman—do you relate to the
most? Explain your answer.

Simon apparently saw this as a great time to question and discredit Jesus’ authority and calling. Any
self-respecting rabbi would have realized this woman’s sinful nature and recoiled at being touched by
her—it would make Jesus unclean, and the Pharisees avoided any contact with uncleanness. Simon
had no concern for the woman. Instead, he judged her only as a sinner. But Simon had the wherewithal
not to vocalize his inner thoughts. However, Simon’s silent comment within his heart was not a secret
to the Son of God.

= Do we have a tendency to be more concerned with people’s sins than we are with the
condition of their hearts?

Jesus knew Simon, the Pharisee, was appalled by this woman. Instead of shaming or rebuking Simon
directly, Jesus wanted to tell him something. While Simon respected Jesus enough to call Him
“teacher” and allowed Jesus to speak, the next words out of Jesus’ mouth showed Simon that he did
not respect Jesus to the degree that He deserved.

2. Luke 7:41-50: Jesus’s mission is to forgive sinners, and in response, we love Him more.

Luke 7:41-43: ' “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the
other fifty. 2 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him
more?” ¥ Simon answered, “The one, | suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said
to him, “You have judged rightly.”

In verses 41-42, Jesus told a short but clear parable about two debtors, with one debtor being forgiven of
a larger debt, to illustrate the point He wanted to make with Simon. If a denarius represented about a
day’s wage, then five hundred denarii would have amounted to almost two years’ worth of work—an
extravagant sum of money. In Jesus’ parable, a creditor forgave the debt of two men, and Jesus simply
asked, “Now which of them will love him more?”

= Why did Jesus connect the size of the debt to the depth of love shown?
= How did the woman show she understood her “great debt?”

Luke highlighted Simon’s answer to Jesus’ simple question. Simon said, “The one, | suppose, for whom
he cancelled the greater debt.” The answer was obvious. It was as if Simon already knew that he was
trapped. He knew what Jesus was going to do with this parable, and it was going to expose the
thinking of the Pharisee. Not realizing he was about to see himself in the parable, Simon said the one
with the greater debt would love the forgiver more. Simon’s answer was correct, but his understanding
and application of this truth was not as clear.

= What are some ways you struggle to apply Scripture personally?
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Luke 7:44-46: ** Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? | entered
your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. *° You gave me no kiss, but from the time | came in she has not ceased to kiss my

feet. %6 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.

Jesus packed a punch in this parable, and then He pointed out the difference in mind-set between
Simon and the woman. Jesus asked Simon, “Do you see this woman?” Obviously, Simon saw the
woman along with everyone else at the banquet. She was the focus of this whole exchange. But Jesus
wanted more for His audience than for them to simply be provoked by her actions.

Jesus revealed the true lesson of the parable: The actions of the woman were honorable, kind, and
most of all loving, while Simon did not treat Jesus with the honor and love He deserved. Simon was
self-righteous and ignorant regarding his own sinful shortcomings. The woman, on the other hand,
knew how sinful she was, so she humbly put herself at Jesus’s feet so that He would be lifted up and
honored.

= Are you often guilty of minimizing our own sinfulness?
= Why s it very important to note in reading this passage that nowhere in this interaction did Jesus
minimize, condone, explain away, or lessen sin—the woman’s sin or the Pharisee’s?

The contrasts Jesus identified in verses 44-46 are stunning. In first-century Jewish culture, it was an
ordinary custom to honor guests by offering water for their feet and greeting them with a kiss,
courtesies Simon ignored for Jesus. Simon did not give Jesus any water to wash the dust and grime of
the road from His feet, but the woman washed Jesus’ feet with her tears. Simon did not greet Him with
a kiss, which was a traditional sign of respect, but Jesus stated that the woman had not stopped
kissing His feet. Simon did not anoint Him with oil, an act of honor for a special guest; but she anointed
His feet with costly perfume. Simon had thought her actions were shameful, but Simon should have
been convicted at how little love and respect he showed Jesus.

= Why did Simon reveal about himself by neglecting basic, common courtesy?
= How did the Pharisee’s indifference to Jesus reveal the inner workings of his heart?

Luke 7:47-50: 4’ Therefore | tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But
he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 8 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 4° Then those who
were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” %° And
he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

After pointing out where Simon erred in his thinking, Jesus addressed the woman for the first time.
Because of her bold outpouring of love, Jesus acknowledged the woman’s faith and humility and told her
that her sins were forgiven. Jesus was highlighting the fact that it was her faith in His mercy that saved
her, not her actions. Jesus told her to go in peace—the kind of peace that comes to those whose sins are
forgiven.

= How has the forgiveness of your sins brought you peace?

As the parable illustrated, because her debt was so great, she loved Jesus more. But in reality, the
difference between her and the Pharisee was she acknowledged her sin, whereas Simon ignored his.



The woman understood that only Jesus was worthy of her worship, and because of her loving faith,
Jesus forgave her of her sins.

= What did the woman reveal about herself with her extravagant actions?
= Discuss this statement: It’s not the amount of sin but the awareness of sin—both were sinners
and could not pay their debt to God.

The rest of the people at the banquet buzzed in confusion: Who is this man that even forgives sin? The
answer was implied—a man could not forgive sins. Even the priests who offered atonement for the
people for their own sins before offering sacrifices for others. Jesus wanted the people to understand
that He is God the Son, and He has the authority to forgive sins. This goal drove His earthly ministry.

This woman came to honor Jesus. When she did, Jesus didn’t respond to how sinful she was but to
how acceptable she was. And she was acceptable because of Him. Acceptable outside of everything
the world had to offer her. Acceptable in spite of what everyone else thought of her. And the result was
forgiveness. Jesus forgives sins because He is God the Son. Forgiven sinners, regardless of their past,
recognize the great gift of our salvation and pour out our worship on Christ. We should all worship like
the one with a debt we could never repay, for that is who we are, dead sinners brought back to life by
Jesus’ sacrifice.

= Why do you think an awareness of your own sin makes you more grateful and more loving
toward Jesus?

TRANSFORM
The Pharisee offered Jesus little because he saw little need for forgiveness. The sinful woman offered
Jesus everything because she knew her debt was great. In Christ, our sin-debt is fully forgiven, and our
response should be joyful, sacrificial devotion to Him. The more we understand the depth of Christ’s
mercy toward us, the more our hearts overflow in gratitude toward Him. Forgiveness frees us from
bondage and moves us to worship in how we live, how we give, and how we love others for the sake
of Christ.

1. HEAD: Forgiveness flows from Christ’s authority and not from our own merit. Simon the Pharisee
assumed holiness meant Jesus ought to separate Himself from sinners. But Jesus embodied true
holiness in forgiving sin based on faith. Understanding our debt before God rightly leads to a deep
appreciation and understanding of God’s grace.

= How do you need to reevaluate your perspective on and interaction with sinners in light of
Jesus’ example?

2. HEART: The Pharisee and the woman demonstrated the contrast between a skeptical, indifferent
heart toward God and a faith-filled, warm devotion to Him. The woman risked rejection and humiliation
because of her love for Jesus. Our affections and actions are shaped by magnifying the grace of God.
Forgiveness produces love, and love produces worship, but first, we must acknowledge and confess
our sin.

= What sins do you need to confess so you can be forgiven and love God with your whole heart?

3. HANDS: True faith overflows into action. The woman’s love for Jesus was costly. Our devotion to
Jesus today still requires sacrifice. When we receive forgiveness, we ought to live as forgiven people
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like the woman, with humility and love. The woman in Luke 7 is an example to us of what it looks like to
show tangible, loving service to Jesus. Faith in Christ not only saves us but should transform our
actions.

= How should your forgiveness in Christ shape your interactions at home, church, and work?
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