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Community Group Discussion Guide 
August 2, 2026 

Luke 11:1-13 | Jesus Teaches On Prayer 
 
MOTIVATE 

Þ Starter Question: When you were a child, what kinds of things did you most often ask your 
parents for? Did they always give you what you asked for? 

 
DISCUSS 
We all know what it feels like to ask for something. Sometimes we asked for things that were not good 
for us, and our parents, or caregivers, wisely gave us something better. Other times we received 
exactly what we requested. Ultimately, our asking showed our dependence on them. Prayer works in a 
similar way, revealing both our neediness and our trust in God as Father. Jesus taught us not just to 
pray but to pray in a way that aligns our desires with God’s purposes. Prayer was central to Jesus’ life 
and ministry. He displayed a regular and intense prayer life. In Luke 11:1-13, the disciples, observing this 
pattern, asked Jesus to teach them how to pray.  
 

Þ If you’ve spent time studying Jesus in the Gospels, what has impressed you about His prayer 
life? 

 
1. Luke 11:1-4: Jesus taught us how to pray for kingdom purposes. 
Luke 11:1-2: 1 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said 
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2 And he said to them, “When you pray, 
say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.”  
 
There must have been something so constant and compelling about Jesus’ prayer life that 
prompted the disciples to want specific guidance from Him in this area. They observed that Jesus 
had an intimate relationship with the Father, and they desired to learn how to come to God like 
Jesus did. Jesus responded by providing them an example to follow. 
 

Þ Jesus prioritized spending time alone in prayer with His Father. Why should this fact alone 
compel Christians to follow His example? 

Þ Does your prayer life prompt others to ask you to teach them to pray or at the very least to 
pray for them? 
 

The model of prayer Jesus gave His disciples is often called the Lord’s Prayer. Obviously this title 
is accurate. The Lord gave this prayer as an ongoing example for believers. But there’s danger in 
sectioning off prayer in this way. Sometimes it can be repeated as something of a stale mantra, 
the way we recite the Pledge of Allegiance. Done in this way, our prayer may use the right words 
but lack understanding or proper motivation.  
 

Þ Why should this prayer be viewed as an example that organizes and prioritizes the proper 
way to approach God in prayer? 

 
Jesus began the prayer with “Father, hallowed be your name.” “Father” is a term of intimacy and 
endearment. Jesus taught the disciples to call God by the name “Father” to demonstrate that they too 
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were able to approach God in a relational way as a child approaches his dad. In this, Jesus likened 
prayer to an intimate talk between people who love and trust each other. 
 
Next, Jesus followed with two requests: 
a. For God’s name to be honored as holy: While Jesus emphasized the personal nature of prayer, 
He also emphasized God’s complete holiness The old term was “hallowed,” meaning set apart 
and honored as holy. God is the most holy being in the universe, unequaled in every way. He is 
pure, perfect, and set apart from everything He made. God’s name is a way of speaking of His 
character, so when we pray that God’s name would be honored as holy, we are asking that His 
character would be seen and responded to as He deserves. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus 
emphasized that before asking for anything, our hearts should recognize God’s holiness and our 
dependence on His mercy. This prayer showed the disciples how their hearts ought to be 
oriented toward God—with both familial love and humble reverence.  
 

Þ How should addressing God as Father and holy affect the way we approach God in prayer? 
 
b. For God’s kingdom to come: This is both a request and a declaration. As a declaration, this 
phrase states that God’s kingdom will certainly come. It is also a request that God would bring 
justice, peace, and righteousness to this broken world while we await His kingdom’s arrival. When 
we pray that God’s kingdom would come, we are asking that the rule and reign of God is fully 
present and always available. Believers in Christ long for that heavenly reality to be seen and 
experienced on earth. This will not happen fully and permanently until the new creation at the 
second coming of Jesus. However, we experience a foretaste of this reality on earth as God’s 
glory is seen and He is worshiped as He deserves. 
 

Þ How does praying for God’s kingdom to come change the way we view our own requests? 
 
Often prayer can be more about personal requests and needs than about God-focused priorities. 
While God absolutely invites His children to bring our cares to Him, we also must seek and 
understand God’s will. God’s plan for the world has existed from the beginning of time, and our 
prayers ought to be in line with God’s desires.  
 

Þ How does prayer shape our priorities and align our hearts with God’s purposes? 
 
Luke 11:3-4: 3 “Give us each day our daily bread, 4 and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.” 
 
Jesus then mentioned three requests for Christians to make in His example of prayer: 
a. Ask God to provide daily bread: An appeal for God to give daily bread is asking for God to meet 
our most basic needs. Jesus was drawing on the Old Testament imagery of manna in the 
wilderness for this petition (Exodus 16). God met the needs of Israel, feeding them with what they 
needed for each day and teaching them to depend on Him for tomorrow (Deuteronomy 8:3).  
 
This simple request to God is an acknowledgment of our dependence on God’s goodness and 
provision. Many of us today take for granted where our next meal will come from, but hunger and 
poverty are more prevalent than we might think. While today’s western Christians may assume 
that we no longer need God to care for us, when we ask God for our daily bread, we are 
confessing to God and ourselves that we recognize that all we have actually comes from Him. In 
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this way, we approach God with humility and gratitude for His good gifts. 
 

Þ How does asking for “daily bread” challenge the way you think about dependence, 
provision, and contentment? 

Þ Why is it vital we recognize that we are always in need of God? 
 
b. Ask God to forgive sins: God is faithful and willing to forgive us our sins—both at the moment 
we come to Him with saving faith and continually as we struggle with sin in this fallen world (1 
John 1:9). We believers should be encouraged that our sins—those we know about and confess 
and those we may not know about or fail to confess—are forgiven in Christ. We pray for God’s 
forgiveness in hope, knowing that He has poured out His wrath for our sin on Christ. Our humble 
confession of sin against a holy God restores a vibrant, joyful relationship and unburdens the soul 
of the weight of our shame and guilt.  
 
Jesus linked receiving God’s forgiveness with extending forgiveness to others. As we confess to 
God, we are also encouraged to confess to others—especially to those whom our sins have hurt 
(James 5:16). Forgiveness is a gift from God and should also be extended to others in light of 
God’s mercy toward us. 
 

Þ How does God’s forgiveness shapes our ability to forgive others?  
 

c. Ask God to protect from temptation: In this request, Jesus leads His followers to deal with 
anything that might separate us from God. We are prone to sin and we must lean on God for 
spiritual protection from trials and temptations. James 1:13-15 clarifies that God does not tempt 
people, Satan does. The Lord’s Prayer asks God to protect us from temptation of the evil one so 
that we do not fall into sin. Jesus instructed His disciples to pray to the Father not merely for help 
not to sin but rather to keep us from being tempted to sin in the first place. 
 

Þ How has God answered this prayer in your life? 
 
It’s worth noting the simplicity of this prayer, not that it is simple to put into practice but that it’s 
the type of prayer anyone could pray. In Matthew 6:5-8, Jesus encouraged people to not be like 
the hypocrites who prayed long prayers or like the Gentiles who babbled. The prayers of both of 
these groups were for the sake of performance. The Lord’s Prayer was given, at least in part, to 
show that true followers of Jesus are not defined by their big vocabulary or longwinded prayers. 
What God wants is a humble heart, and that’s something any genuine Christian can have. 
 

Þ How does it comfort you to know that your prayers can be very simple? 
 
2. Luke 11:5-13: Jesus tells us to pray because God wants to give us good gifts. 
Luke 11:5-8: 5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say 
to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing 
to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he will not get 
up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give 
him whatever he needs. 
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Following the model prayer, Jesus used a story to emphasize the assumption we should have about 
God’s generosity when we pray. The friend in the story needed food to show hospitality to a weary 
traveler. In Jesus’ time, such visitors were common. The cultural norm required that if a person showed 
up who was tired from travel, you were expected to take that person in, care for them, and give them 
ample food and drink. But the man in the story who received an unexpected guest didn’t have those 
provisions handy. So he went to a friend’s house in the middle of the night, and made a bold request. 

• On the outside of the door: A friend in dire need comes asking for bread. He will be dishonored 
if he cannot set bread before a traveling friend.  

• On the inside of the door: One-room sleeping quarters for an entire family. To get up and get 
bread is to wake up and inconvenience the whole family—and maybe even some animals. He 
will be dishonored if he does not help a friend in need.  

 
Understandably, the friend wouldn’t want to get out of bed. But because of the man’s “impudence,” the 
friend would provide all that was requested. The word impudence means “shameless boldness.” This 
word captures the heart of the passage. Apparently the man stood there knocking and kept knocking 
until the neighbor finally responded. Jesus was not saying that God begrudgingly answers our prayers. 
God is nothing at all like the friend who was irritated at having to get up and give the man some bread. 
Rather, Jesus wants us to be like the man who pounded on the door of a friend he knew he could count 
on. Jesus was not implying the disciples needed to wear down God or annoy Him until He responded. 
Rather, Jesus was showing that if we know we can go ask for help from a friend in the middle of the 
night, then we certainly can have boldness to go before our loving Father and ask for His help.  
 

Þ What can we learn about God’s character in contrast to the reluctant friend in Jesus’ parable? 
Þ Rather than boldly asking for what we need, why do we often we pray timid, minimalistic prayers? 
Þ What might it mean for you to approach God with “shameless boldness?” 

 
Luke 11:9-10: 9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one 
who knocks it will be opened. 
 
In these verses, Jesus spoke three couplets: 

• Ask and it will be given. 
• Seek and you will find. 
• Knock and the door will open. 

 
Þ What promise is Jesus making in these verses? 
Þ With His statements on “Ask,” “Seek,’ and “Knock,” is Jesus giving us a blank check when 

it comes to prayer? Why or why not? 
 

These verses speak to the heart of our heavenly Father. He is a God who wants to give, who wants to be 
found, and who wants to open the door. Jesus wanted people to understand that God is not distant or 
hard-hearted but a God of loving-kindness who wants to answer prayers. These couplets can sometimes 
be misunderstood or misconstrued, especially by proponents of the prosperity gospel. Some believe 
these verses mean you can come to God with a list of what you want and He will give you whatever you 
ask for. It is important to understand the context of these verses—the Lord’s Prayer. This guide for 
believers reveals what is aligned with God’s will, what God is willing and ready to answer.  
 

Þ Discuss this statement: We ask knowing that God the Father answers our prayers 
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according to His divine perfection. We may not get the answer we pray for, but we can 
trust that God will answer our prayers exactly as we need. 

 
Luke 11:11-13:  11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a 
serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!” 
 
Jesus again used the image of a father to show God’s goodness in answering prayers. No decent human 
father would give his children something that would harm them if they asked for food. A father who did 
such a thing would be cruel. What Jesus did in verse 13 is common in the Gospels. He took a human 
example and said, “God is like this, but so much more.” In fact, Jesus was clear that human fathers are 
sinful and do not possess a perfect heart or perfect character as God does. Yet most dads want to care 
for their children, meet their needs, and give them good gifts. God is so much greater. He knows exactly 
what we need and is gracious to hear our prayers and act for His glory and our good. 
 

Þ What if people’s requests run counter to God’s sometimes painful path of transformation? 
Þ How is the way God cares for His children a witness to the world that He can be trusted? 

Jesus ended His teaching on prayer with a mention of the Holy Spirit. Jesus reminded His disciples 
that His primary work was not merely to meet their physical needs or desires. He wanted to meet their 
spiritual needs. The Father wants to grant salvation, marked by the free and ultimate of the Holy Spirit 
to those who trust in His Son (Ephesians 1:13). The Spirit provides all that is needed for a godly life.  
 

Þ Why is salvation the primary evidence that God is a good Father? 
Þ What does it mean for believers to ask in prayer for the Holy Spirit?  
Þ Why should we view the Holy Spirit as one of God’s greatest gifts to us? 

 
Prayer begins with God, His name, and His kingdom—God is our priority—and then turns to our daily 
needs, forgiveness, and protection. Prayer is not about bending God’s will to ours but about bringing 
our lives into conformity with His purposes. Prayer to our heavenly Father is where human 
dependence meets divine generosity. The children of God can boldly approach God with their 
prayers because they know God is loving, good, and He delights in giving to His children. 
 

Þ How does your current practice of prayer compare to the way Jesus taught His disciples to 
pray? 

Þ How can you grow in your prayer life?  
 
TRANSFORM  
Jesus taught us to pray to the Father, who is holy, generous, and near. The Father not only provides for 
our needs but gives us the greatest gift of all—His Spirit. God is good and He knows how to give the 
best gifts to His children, so prayer isn’t about changing God’s mind but about being changed as we 
trust His goodness. Prayer reveals what we believe about God. If we think He is distant, we will pray 
hesitantly. If we believe He is our heavenly Father, we will come to Him boldly, humbly, and 
expectantly. 
 
1. HEAD: Understanding our holy heavenly Father is essential in our approach to prayer. Knowing who 
God is will change how we communicate with Him. If He is only a giving Father, we may not take sin 



   6 
seriously. If He is only holy, we may be afraid to come to Him with all our needs. Yet because He is 
both, we can approach Him with full confidence in His character.  
 

Þ What are some truths about God’s character that can give you more confidence to come to Him 
in prayer? 

 
2. HEART: God desires to give His children good gifts. Yet the desires of our hearts can sometimes 
cause us to be dissatisfied with what God gives us. Praying for good gifts such as marriage, children, 
financial security, or a good job are not evil prayers, but when we ask God for these things, we must 
come to Him trusting that He has our best in mind.  
 

Þ What desires in your heart do you need to align with God’s will?  
 
3. HANDS: When we recognize how graciously and greatly we are forgiven by God, we can offer the 
same forgiveness to those who may have sinned against us. In the same way, because God is 
generous with us and gives good gifts, we also can be generous with others in need. Generosity is not 
always giving money to someone, but it can be giving of your time, your prayer, your encouragement, 
and even your forgiveness. 
 

Þ What are some ways you will practice forgiveness and generosity toward others for God’s 
honor? 
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