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Matthew 14:13-21 | Jesus Provides

MOTIVATE
— Starter Question: Have you ever been at a party or an event when there wasn’t enough food to
feed everyone in attendance? What were some various responses to this occurrence?

DISCUSS

In Matthew 14:13-21, Jesus was interacting with an enormous crowd when it became apparent that
having enough food for them was going to be a problem. In the chapters leading up to this passage,
Jesus had been teaching about the kingdom of heaven and demonstrating His authority through
miracles. Crowds were growing. People were bringing the sick to Him, and everywhere He went,
needs seemed endless.

= All four Gospels focus on the numerous ways Jesus met people’s needs. What does this reveal
about the kind of Savior He will be?

1. Matthew 14:13-17: Jesus acts with compassion and love in healing and providing for His people.
Matthew 14:13-14: ®* Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place
by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. ™ When he went
ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

Opposition against Jesus was growing. Matthew 14 begins with John the Baptist’s disciples informing
Jesus of his execution at the command of King Herod. As a relative, a forerunner, and a friend, John held
an important place in Jesus’ life and ministry. Jesus, presumably wanting to be alone to grieve, withdrew
by boat with His disciples to a desolate place. Their solitude was short-lived, however. Word spread
quickly of Jesus’ location, and people hurried along the shoreline to the same destination. As Jesus and
the disciples approached the land by boat, it became clear that rest would have to wait. A large crowd
was already there.

= At this point in His ministry, what was most likely the primary motivation for people to seek out
Jesus?

These hungry, desperate, and curious people met Jesus at a place where He and His disciples
were exhausted, yet Jesus responded with compassion. Mark 6:33-34 indicates that Jesus felt
compassion for them because they were “like a sheep without a shepherd.” Use of this
description seriously challenged Israel’s religious leadership. The people were spiritually starved
as well as materially impoverished, and nobody seemed to care.

= Why must we see people as Jesus sees them: with compassion?

Jesus did not rebuke the crowd for being needy. He responded from a place deeper than physical
exhaustion or sorrow. The word Matthew used for “compassion” points to a visceral response, a pulling
on the heart strings. Jesus was moved in the depths of His being. More than pity, the feeling motivated
Jesus to act on the crowd’s behalf, moving Him toward people when it would have been reasonable for



Him to pull away. Time and time again, whenever Jesus had compassion on the crowd, it was
immediately followed by action on their behalf.

= What are your insights into Jesus’ compassion?
= What challenges keep you from showing compassion like Jesus?

Matthew 14:15-17: > Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate
place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” ™ But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” " They said
to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”

Jesus had compassion for the crowd and healed their sick, but the disciples eventually noticed some
logistical issues. It was late, and the people hadn’t eaten. Dispersing the crowds would take time, and
the nearest village was a distance away. The disciples had no idea how the crowd of people would eat,
and they didn’t want the responsibility of trying to feed them. They saw their situation through the eyes
of reality: lots of people and little food on hand. They were so overwhelmed by the immensity of the
task that they couldn’t see what was possible with God in their midst. From their perspective, it simply
was not possible to feed such a large crowd. The responsible thing to do was to release the people
while they still had time to find a meal for themselves.

= Are you guilty of allowing your thinking to be limited by your own resources instead of seeking
God'’s limitless resources?

= Are you often so overwhelmed by the immensity of the task that you can’t see what is possible
with God?

Jesus responded to the disciples’ logical concerns with what sounded like a problem-solving
challenge: “You give them something to eat.” Jesus involved the disciples in what was to come by
putting the initial responsibility and the burden of ministry back on their shoulders. Jesus wanted His
disciples to understand their role and acknowledge that He could provide for them even with the little
they had. Jesus wanted His disciples to see through the eyes of faith: when Jesus is in charge of a
situation, available human resources are irrelevant.

= How did the disciples show how shortsighted they were when it came to Jesus’ abilities?

Again, the disciples looked around at the reality of their situation and saw it for what it was: “We only
have five loaves here and two fish.” John 6:9 states that a young boy supplied the loaves and fishes.
The disciples probably had nothing, most likely planning on fending for themselves or depending upon
hospitality. The disciples were being logical. The cost to feed this crowd would be over half a year’s
salary (John 6:7). Obviously, more than five thousand people could not be fed with five loaves and two
fish. Yet for all their human logic, the disciples failed to take into account Jesus’ power. Jesus wanted
them to find something other than the world’s ways to meet needs—and He could do it with as little as
five loaves and two fish.

= Discuss this statement: Jesus’ compassion is always going to be greater than our strength and
the needs of the people will always be greater than our resources. When we try to accomplish
God-sized goals in our strength, that can be an exhausting formula and explains why many
believers burn out.
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Jesus gave His disciples an imperative: “You give them something to eat.” If Jesus intended to feed the
crowd, He would do it. In other words, Jesus gave the disciples way more than they could handle. His
response to their problem didn’t solve it; it actually deepened it. The crowd was still there. The place was
still remote. The disciples did not have what they needed to fulfill Jesus’ command. The disciples were
looking inside themselves for the answer, and they came up empty. They didn’t have what it took to fulfill
Jesus’ command to feed the people. But Jesus did.

= When you don’t have what you need, will you trust God to provide?
= What might having eyes of faith mean for your present reality?

2. Matthew 14:18-21: Jesus can provide above and beyond what we need.

Matthew 14:18-19: ® And he said, “Bring them here to me.” ™ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down
on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing.
Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.

The disciples displayed their meager rations, and Jesus commanded that they give those to Him.
Jesus then ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. With the five loaves of bread and two
fish in hand, Jesus looked to heaven, said a blessing, thanking God for the miracle He was about
to perform. Jewish people normally looked down when asking a blessing, taking a stance of
humility. Jesus was making an appeal to God for the extraordinary power necessary to meet
people’s need.

= Why do you think Jesus asked the disciples to bring what they had, even though it wasn’t
enough?
= Do you ever wonder how your “five loaves and two fish” can accomplish much for God?

Matthew would have expected his readers to recall Old Testament connections for this miracle. For
example, the miracle would have called to mind the manna in the wilderness that was announced by
Moses. God led the Israelites through the barren desert without food so they would learn to trust Him. In
response to their hunger, God promised to “rain bread from heaven” (Exodus 16:4). Like the Israelites, the
crowds were in a desolate place without food, and Jesus miraculously provided bread. Jesus’ miracle
here was more than just a meal for hungry people. It was a common belief among the Jews that the
Messiah would repeat the same miracles of Moses, Elijah, and Elisha on a larger scale (Exodus 16; 2
Kings 4:38-44).

= Why do you think Matthew wanted his readers to these remember stories from Israel’s history?

After His blessing to show that the provision came from God’s hand, Jesus broke the loaves, and gave
the pieces to the disciples, who then gave them to the crowd. It was the Twelve who went and
distributed the meal to the people who were seated. Jesus performed a miracle, but the disciples got to
engage in the ministry. They got to go through family to family, passing out the food. You have to wonder
what they were thinking each time they dipped their hand into the basket. At the beginning you can
imagine they probably were fearful they’d hit the bottom and run out of resources.

= What stands out to you as you consider the disciples’ perspective side-by-side with Jesus’
actions?
= Where do you tend to see “what the disciples saw” in your own circumstances?



Matthew 14:20-21: 2° And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the
broken pieces left over. 2’ And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and
children.

It would be miraculous enough for the five loaves and two fish to barely feed the crowd, but somehow all
of these people ate until they were “satisfied,” or full. In Scripture, satisfaction is more than having basic
needs met. It speaks of fullness and rest—something which God alone gives (Psalm 90:14; 107:9). Jesus
is the embodiment of this provision that leads to satisfaction.

= This is the only miracle of Jesus included in all four Gospels. Why is this significant?
= How have you experienced satisfaction in Christ?

Matthew noted that after everyone had eaten, the disciples picked up twelve baskets full of leftovers—a
number generally used for completeness. This was not an accidental excess. Jesus provided abundance
after satisfaction. The twelve disciples started with nothing and ended up with a basket each.

The number twelve was also intentional. Twelve was the number of the tribes of Israel, and the twelve
baskets signaled Jesus’ provision was enough for the whole people of God. The Messiah wasn’t just
feeding a random crowd, He was feeding Israel in the wilderness, ultimately answering the question of
Psalm 78:19: Can God spread a table in the wilderness? Of course, He can. Jesus doesn’t provide the
bare minimum—He satisfies; He fills; He completes.

= How did Jesus miraculously providing food for the crowd, reveal His power to provide as God the
Son, the Creator and Sustainer of all.

The deepest hunger on that hillside was never physical. The crowd could eat and be satisfied for the
evening. Bread is able to quiet stomachs for a night, but it can’t address the deeper problem of sin. By
feeding the crowd, Jesus was not only compassionately providing for their needs, but He also revealed
the kind of Savior He is. He meets real, tangible needs, but He never stops there. Jesus would one day
give His own body for humanity. He would be broken so others might be made whole and find peace
with God and everlasting life.

The feeding of the five thousand, not counting the women and children present, invites us to look at our
own hunger and whom we trust for satisfaction. This miracle of provision points us to Jesus, who offered
Himself as the true Bread of Life, able to save completely all who came to Him in faith. What happened to
the bread happened to Jesus. This was an acted-out parable of His offering up His life for so many.
There is more to go around and much more where that came from. Only the bread offered by Jesus can
satisfy human needs. Jesus gave the crowd—and us—a glimpse of what His kingdom will be like:
satisfaction, and even more, salvation.

— Can you describe how Jesus, the Bread of Life, brought both satisfaction and salvation into your
life?
= Is there someone in your life with whom you need to share this “bread?”

TRANSFORM

Jesus is always able to provide for His people beyond what is heeded. The disciples brought to Jesus
only five loaves and two fish, but Jesus welcomed their small offering and turned it into more than
enough for thousands. In the same way, Jesus invites us to bring Him whatever we have, no matter
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how limited it seems. He can take our meager offerings and multiply their amount or impact so that His
compassion can reach the world through us. His resources are limitless, and by His grace, Jesus meets
not only physical needs but the deeper spiritual needs that only He can satisfy.

1. HEAD: While we trust Jesus to save our souls, we often lack faith to trust Him with our everyday
physical needs. Reality forces us to believe that our only options are worry and hustle. Jesus’ feeding
of the five thousand encourages us to trust God with all of our needs, including the physical ones.

— What are some needs that you should entrust to God’s care?

2. HEART: It is far easier to acknowledge that we should trust God than to put that trust in action. Often
something deeper in our hearts holds us back from trusting Him. Before we can trust God fully, we
need to identify those heart issues that cause us to doubt Him and address them with prayer and
remembering the history of God’s faithfulness.

= What keeps you from trusting God to provide for all your needs?

3. HANDS: As with the disciples, Jesus wants to involve His church today in meeting physical and
spiritual needs. When we make ourselves available to Jesus, He can use us to meet needs all around
us. Yet while we are available, involved, and active, we must know it’s really Jesus doing the work
through us through the Holy Spirit (Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Peter 4:10-11).

= How will you make yourself available this week to be used by God to meet the needs around
you?
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