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John 9:1-7, 24-27, 35-41 | Blind to Seeing

MOTIVATE

= Starter Question: What is the physically darkest experience youve ever had? (Example: Maybe being in
a cave or experiencing a power outage.) Were you relieved to see light again?

DISCUSS

John 8 details a debate Jesus had with the Pharisees. In John 8:12, Jesus made another of His seven “I am”
statements in which He assumes the divine name of God found in Exodus 3:14: I AM. In John 8:12, Jesus said,
“I am the light of the world.” What comes next in John 9:1-7, 24-27, 35-41 is a demonstration of His light
breaking into the darkness. Christ’s light healed and saved a man born blind while also revealing the blindness
of those who refused to believe in Him as the Messiah.

= When were you first aware of the light of Jesus breaking into the darkness of your life?

1. John 9:1-7: As the Messiah, Jesus can do what only God can do.

John 9:1-7: 'As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. ? And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? " Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or
his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day, night is coming, when no one can work. °> As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” ¢ Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the
man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went
and washed and came back seeing.

After leaving the temple in Jerusalem following the debate with the Pharisees, Jesus’ disciples saw a man who
had been born blind. They asked Jesus whether it was the man’s sin or his parents’ sin that caused his disability
(Exodus 34:7). In Jesus’ day, people assumed that tragedy hit those who deserved it. Even today, we may have
the same tendency. Jesus explained that neither was the case; rather, God had ordained the man’s blindness so
that He could be glorified in him. Jesus again reminded His disciples, “As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world,” and demonstrated physically and spiritually how dark life is without Him.

= As we see from this man's life, not all suffering is a direct punishment for sin. It is easy to equate
someone's outward circumstances with God's blessing or displeasure. Why must we be cautious when
making assumptions about people's suffering?

= Why must we trust what God allows or doesn t allow?

After Jesus spoke, He made mud from dirt and spit, placed it on the man’s eyes, and instructed him to go wash
in the pool of Siloam:
e Saliva and spit were thought to have medicinal power but Jews were suspicious of anyone who used
either in healing because it was associated with magical arts.
e Mud and clay were often used to depict creation in Scripture because God made the first man out of
dust.



e When Jesus kneaded the mud with His hands to make the clay, this was considered work on the Sabbath
(John 9:14).

Jesus did not need a physical substance to work a miracle. He often varied the manner of the healing so people
would not miss the message of the healing. When the man returned, he could see. Neither the clay nor washing
in the pool created the man’s healing. It was obedience to Jesus’ words and His instructions that brought sight to
the man.

= Remembering that the man was still blind when Jesus sent him to wash, how did Jesus’instruction
challenge the blind man's faith?

Restoring sight to the blind was one of the miracles the Jews expected to see from the Messiah, as sight was
something only God could restore (Isaiah 29:18; 35:5; 42:7). Many thought this would be the ultimate
messianic miracle because the Old Testament contains no story of the giving of sight to the blind. In Jesus’
ministry, there are more instances of the healing of blind people than any other type of miracle (Matthew 9:27-
31; 12:22; 15:30; 21:14; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46-52; Luke 7:21). The only New Testament example of the healing
of a blind person outside the Gospels is the encounter between Ananias and Saul in Acts 9.

= How did Jesus display His glory and bring honor to God by healing this man?

In John 9:8-17, everyone was astounded at the man’s instant recovery. Miracles were uncommon in Israel so the
prospect of a man born blind now seeing caused quite a stir. At first, they weren’t even sure it was the same
blind beggar. Once he was identified, they demanded to know how this had happened. The healed man’s first
step of faith was acceptance of the fact that his blindness had departed: “The man called Jesus made mud and
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.” The
man also indicated that he did not know where Jesus currently was.

= Why is there is a close connection between obedience and experiencing the powerful work of God?

In John 9:18-23, the neighbors of the man and others who knew him brought him to the Pharisees. This would
have been the natural thing for the religiously untrained to appeal to their leaders. The Pharisees considered
themselves protectors of righteousness of the law. In their eyes, no violator of the Sabbath could be permitted to
carry about the reputation of healer.

By making the clay, applying the clay, and healing the man, Jesus performed three unlawful “works” on the
Sabbath. Healing, along with many other actions defined as work, was strictly controlled on the Sabbath.
Healing was to occur only in cases of life and death, for which the blind man did not qualify because he had
been living with his blindness since birth. No one who broke the Sabbath in such a manner could possibly be a
true prophet of God. But if the healer were a sinner, how could He perform miracles that only God could do?

= Why did Jesus have the freedom to heal on the Sabbath? What was He revealing in doing so?

The Jewish leaders did not want Jesus to receive the high title of prophet. Instead of admitting what was
irrefutable, they decided to believe instead that the man was not born blind. They had seen this man who was
blind from birth; they had walked by him as a beggar. However, their simple opposition to Jesus caused them to
deny what their own eyes had seen. They refused to believe the truth, choosing instead to accuse the man and
his parents of lying and sinning.



They needed to get rid of the “evidence” and the people, including this man’s parents, were afraid to speak the
truth to them about Jesus. The religious leaders decided on the harsh punishment of being put out of the
synagogue for anyone who dared believe in Jesus. The synagogue controlled every aspect of life and an
individual cut off from it would suffer severe isolation. To the man’s parents the defense of an unknown prophet
hardly seemed worth the risk—even if He did heal their son. Yet, the man continued to give consistent
testimony: He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.

= While sin did not cause the man to be born blind, how did sin cause the Pharisees “blindness?”

2. John 9:24-27: As the Messiah, Jesus brings light to those in darkness.

John 9:24-27: % So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to
God. We know that this man is a sinner.” %> He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” ?® They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” ?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”

The man faced the religious leaders again. They wanted the man to confess his wrong in proclaiming Jesus as a
prophet and to make him agree with them that Jesus was a sinner. Their words, “Give glory to God,” was a
demand for truth; a form of “swearing in” at court. When commanded to “give glory to God,” the healed man
did just that, proclaiming what Jesus had done for him. He had been blind, and now he could see, and Jesus was
the cause. The healed man did not understand all the theological implications of the event. What the man found
remarkable was not his own belief but the unbelief of the Pharisees. The only question left was this: Do you
want to become His disciples too?

= Discuss this statement: We don t have to know all the answers before we can share Christ. All we need to
know is how He changed our lives.

Jesus, through His divine power, healed this man. Yet Jesus opponents were blind to His glory. They had the
light of the world standing right in front of them, but their own sinful pride blinded them to their own spiritual
standing. The religious leaders thought they were walking in the light and this now-seeing man was in sinful
darkness. But Jesus would show them how spiritually blind they were.

The story of the man born blind is a story about responding to Jesus. The Pharisees’ searching question, “What
did he do to you?” lies at the heart of every conversion story. When God saves a person, He changes them at the
deepest level of their being, transferring them from the domain of darkness to the kingdom of His Son
(Colossians 1:13). Such life change becomes obvious, like a man born blind who can suddenly see, and it
demands an explanation.

= From the healed man's testimony before the council, we can see the significance of sharing with others
how Christ has saved us and changed our lives. If you were asked, “What did Jesus do to you?” how
would you answer?

Every Christian has a testimony about what Christ has done to save us. It doesn't have to be a sermon or a legal
argument. A believer's testimony is an opportunity to declare what your life was like before you met Christ, how
you met Christ, and how your life changed, and continues to change, after you met Christ. Through your
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personal testimony you are able to help others know about rescue in Christ alone. All who have trusted in Christ
can say, “I was blind and now I can see.”

= Have you prepared and shared your personal testimony? How does your personal testimony continue to
evolve?

This man explained the problem with their insistence that Jesus was a sinner, but still they refused to listen. This
once-blind beggar clearly showed the spiritual elites that they were blind and deaf to the truth because they
rejected Jesus. Since the religious leaders were unable to throttle the healed man’s willingness to testify for
Jesus, he became a victim of their persecution in John 9:28-34:
e They hurled insults at him, claiming that they followed Moses but did not know where Jesus came from
and accusing the man of being born entirely in sin.
e They threw him out of the synagogue (a form of excommunication). The greatest miracle was not the
opening of the man’s eyes but the opening of his heart to the Savior. It cost him everything to confess
Jesus as the Son of God, but he was willing to do it.

= How does the man's courage in the face of persecution show you that you can stand strong in the midst
of criticism or skepticism today?
= Why does every Christian have the same task of testifying to Jesus’ transforming grace?

The man born blind was real, yet John also used his situation to confront our own spiritual blindness. Just
as Jesus opened the man’s physical eyes, He must open our spiritual eyes. The reason anyone becomes a
Christian is not due to their moral integrity, mental acuity, or personal holiness, but solely by the grace of
God. Notice the man didn’t approach Jesus; Jesus approached him. The man didn’t ask for sight; Jesus
simply gave it. The action of Jesus came before anything else, and that is how it is in our own lives. Jesus
acts, and we respond in faith.

= How did this miracle show Jesus was right—that He was bringing to light the truth of who He is?

3. John 9:35-41: As the Messiah, Jesus came to judge those who choose not to see this truth.

John 9:35-38: ¥ Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man? " 3% He answered, “And who is he, sir; that I may believe in him? " 37 Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

The Gospels present Jesus as a Savior who always goes to the outcasts. Earlier in the chapter, Jesus took the
initiative to go to the blind man and give him physical sight. Now Jesus took the initiative to seek after him to
give him spiritual sight. Imagine the emotional rollercoaster. The man experienced a miracle that resulted in his
excommunication. One kind of suffering was relieved only to be cast into another kind. Was his physical sight
now a spiritual problem? No, and Jesus wanted him to know that.

Jesus found the man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus used the phrase “the Son of Man”
over 80 times in the Gospels to refer to Himself as the One who reveals God to man. The Son of Man was an
important messianic title that referred back to the figure in Daniel 7:13-14 who would rule over the earth
forever. Jesus was asking the man if he believed Him to be the Messiah.

Yet believing did not mean the mere acceptance of signs but the active commitment of himself to the Son of
Man, who brought God's hope and forgiveness to the world. The man was humble enough to admit what he did



not know. The man replied, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus then boldly and clearly identified
Himself as the Son of Man, saying, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” Earlier that day,
this man was unable to see anything, but now he saw the Messiah, the One who could save him. The eyes that
once could only see darkness now beheld “the light of the world.” Seeing Jesus, the man’s response was
immediate and profound. The man’s physical blindness had already been healed, and to the man’s delight, Jesus
healed his spiritual blindness too. He said, “Lord, I believe,” and then he worshipped Jesus.

= How does this man's belief sharply contrasts with the blindness of the religious leaders?
= What is the significance of this man's act of worship? Why did Jesus accept the man’s worship?
= Why is healing from spiritual blindness a greater need than being healed of physical blindness?

John 9:39-41: ¥ Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see,

and those who see may become blind.” *° Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to

him, “Are we also blind?” *! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you
say, ‘We see, your guilt remains.

While the man worshiped Jesus, some Pharisees rejected Him and stood in judgment. Yet in the end, it is not
their judgment that matters—it is Jesus.” He said, “I came into this world for judgment.” By this He meant He
came to show the truth of things, to which some will respond with faith and worship while others respond with
rejection. In Jesus’ response, He placed humanity into two categories:
e Those who realize their need for a Savior and humbly come to Him for salvation. Spiritually blind
people who recognize their blindness who will be given the opportunity to believe and to see.
e Those who think they have all the answers and have no need of the Savior. Spiritually blind because
they have rejected the “light of the world.” They spurn Jesus out of knowledge, therefore; their guilt
remains and they will only become more blind.

=> The Pharisees started and ended the day with physical sight. But after their interactions with Jesus, how is
clear that they were spiritually blind and would face judgment?
= What do we need to “see’ in order to be saved by faith?

The danger the Pharisees demonstrate is that they believed they could see when they were spiritually blind. They
claimed to have true knowledge of God but denied Him when He stood before them. Jesus’ words reveal that
spiritual sight is not simply about how much knowledge we have of the holy but whether or not we see our need
for Christ’s transforming grace. The Pharisees had great knowledge and self-assurance in themselves, but their
self-confidence blinded them to their need for grace. They thought their knowledge of the Scriptures was proof of
their standing before God, yet God in the flesh was standing before them, and they rejected Him.

If we want to know the forgiveness of sins that is found in Jesus, we must admit that we cannot save ourselves.
We must admit that we need Christ's death on the cross to take the punishment for our sins and we need Christ's
resurrection power because He alone can defeat sin and death. The Pharisees had physical sight but were still blind
spiritually because they would not believe who Jesus was. We must learn from the consequences of the Pharisees’
spiritual blindness, running from darkness into the light of Christ that our eyes might be opened.

= What is our role as believers in Christ to help others see, know, and believe in Jesus as the Messiah, the
Son of God?

TRANSFORM



Jesus didn’t reveal Himself mysteriously or secretly. He plainly identified Himself as the promised Messiah.
His life, His words, and His miracles pointed to the truth of His identity. Today, the world has the Bible as
Jesus’ testimony and proof. Yet, even with God’s revelation of His Son, some people still do not to believe in
Jesus. May we have humble hearts and be receptive to His transforming grace so that we can know Jesus for
who He is--the Son of God who opens the eyes of the blind.

1. HEAD: God does not ask us to set aside our intellect to become a Christian. Rather, He invites us to think
things through carefully. John 9 clearly shows that the truth of Jesus’ power reveals who He is. Yet the
Pharisees rejected Him despite His miracles and described Him as a sinner. The difficulty with Christianity is
not that God asks us to “take it on faith” without any foundation but that a sinful heart suppresses the truth.

= What are your sources of authority for your beliefs about Jesus?

2. HEART: How Jesus treated the blind man is a window into how He treats His people. The most profound
revelation in these passages was not in the healing of the man’s eyes but the salvation of his soul. Jesus knew
exactly what the man needed, and He pursued Him, all the way to the cross. We all are blind in our sin, but in
Jesus we have a Savior, if we look to Him in faith.

= How does Jesus’ pursuit of the man change the way you see the heart of Christ for you?

3. HANDS: When Jesus rubbed mud on the man’s eyes, He sent him to the pool of Siloam to wash and be
healed. The man didn’t hesitate. When Jesus later asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” the man was
quick to ask, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Then he believed in and worshiped Jesus. The call of
God to every human heart is to do the same—believe in Jesus and worship Him.

= Who will you pursue with the gospel of Jesus or follow up to see if they need help with more
understanding?
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